
UNITED STATES REFUGEE ADMISSIONS PROGRAM (USRAP)

Referral for resettlement 
consideration from UN High 

Commissioner for Refugees, U.S. 
Embassy, or specially trained 

non-government organization (NGO).

P-1 REFERRAL

Referral for resettlement 
consideration from UNHCR, U.S. 

Embassy, or specially trained NGO.

P-2 GROUPS OF SPECIAL CONCERN

A family member in the U.S. submits 
an Af�davit of Relationship (AOR) on 
behalf of a quali�ed family member.

P-3 FAMILY REUNIFICATION

DEPARTMENT OF STATE (DOS)

U.S. REFUGEE COORDINATOR Relationship veri�cation by Refugee 
Access Veri�cation Unit (RAVU)

RPC receives AOR from 
voluntary agency and

forwards to USCIS RAVU

REFUGEE PROCESSING CENTER 
(RPC/DOS) 

RPC receives results
from RAVU veri�cation

Relationship(s) 
Veri�ed

Relationship(s) 
not veri�ed

RPC returns AOR
to voluntary agency

REFUGEE IS OVERSEAS AND IN ONE OF 3 PRIORITY GROUPS: 

U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND 
IMMIGRATION SERVICES (USCIS)

· Under cooperative agreement with DOS.
· Organizes the physical processing of refugee applicants.
· Educates the applicant about the process.
· Assists the applicant in preparing the application.
· Prepares the physical case �le.
· Initiates Biographic Security Checks 

· Consular Lookout and Support  System
· Security Advisory Opinion as appropriate
· Intelligence community screening

Resettlement Support Center

REFUGEE
ARRIVES

IN THE U.S.

Additional background checks at 
port of entry before admission.

U.S. Customs
and Border Protection

Provides a limited period of
social and economic assistance

to the refugee in the U.S.

IDENTIFICATION OF 
NGO/SPONSOR–USA

· Fingerprints captured and screened against Department of Defense, FBI
and Homeland Security biometric databases.

· Con�rms applicant is quali�ed to access the USRAP.
· Determines whether applicant is a refugee.
· Determines whether applicant is �rmly resettled in a third country.
· Determines whether applicant is admissible to the U.S.

U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES (USCIS)

APPROVAL HOLD

Follow up needed

Medical Screening.

PANEL PHYSICIAN

· Cultural orientation.
· Arrange travel to the U.S.
· Provide loans for travel.

International Organization for Migration 

· Retains and stores case �le for period of
 time before shipping stateside.
· Adjudicates requests for review.

U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND 
IMMIGRATION SERVICES (USCIS)


